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Straight Street (or in Latin, Via Recta), is the Roman street that runs from east to west in the old
city of Damascus. It was visited by St. Paul as recorded in the book of Acts and contains several
interesting sights from the Roman, Christian and Islamic periods. Under the Greeks, the old city
of Damascus was designed after the grid pattern designed by Hippodamus. Under Roman rule,
the Via Recta was widened and became a colonnaded thoroughfare (cardo). These columns can
still be seen today.



In the Bible

Straight Street is mentioned in the story of Paul's conversion to Christianity in Acts 9:10-19:Now
there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias."
And he said, "Here I am, Lord." And the Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the street called
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is
praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so
that he might regain his sight."

But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has
done to your saints at Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all
who call on your name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him how
much he must suffer for the sake of my name."

So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And immediately something like scales fell
from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; and taking food, he was
strengthened. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.
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