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Zo. 20EOEELZF->TWET, ¥A hid “Iran, A Journey to Seven
Thousand Years of Mysticism.”
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The United States of Iran

Persia was a strategic place for inland and ocean transport
and also the starting point of the Silk Road. Its intricate
designs (in art, architecture, ceramics, glass, clothing, etc.)
established trends which permeated the culture of the T'ang
Dynasty in China and then spread to Japan, the last station

of the Silk Road. Due to its geographic location at the

m———crossroads of Central, West, and South Asia, Iran is a mosaic

of ethnic and linguistic groups.

The Achaemenids occupies a very sacred place among the great civilizations of the world. The influence of
Persian culture on civilization over the span of 7000 years is immeasurable. Persia contributed prolifically
in the arts, sciences, agriculture, mathematics and literature, to name a few.

Nomads of different cultures, languages and ethnic origins, traveled across this borderless land until the
spirit of Persia permeated the area, creating an awareness of a unified background, culture, way of
expression, and spirit, under one umbrella called Iran.

The first king of Iran, Cyrus the Great ruled 28 other kings under his vast empire. He declared himself as
the king of kings and his empire was virtually the United States of Iran, with rights we have today in the
first world countries.

The United States of Iran consisted of 28 states. Now those states are divided into Iraq, Central Asia and
Afghanistan. All the “stan” countries like Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan were states. Stan is
the etymology for the word, state in English, Strana in Russian, and Stradt in Germany. Ancient Persia was
diverse, borderless and the cultures intertwined,

Even the founding philosophy was the same. What Iran stood for in the ancient days, is what the United
States of America is supposed to stand for today, in other words tolerance for different ethnicity. This is

where idea of the United Nations first took roots. This is where it blossomed.

Cyrus the Great and his human rights declaration.

Cyrus II conquered Media, Lydia, and Babylon. Cyrus wa _

politically shrewd, modeling himself as the "savior" of§



conquered nations. To reinforce this image, he instituted policies of religious freedom, and restored temples
and other infrastructure in the newly acquired cities. (Most notably the Jews of Babylon, as recorded in the
Cyrus Cylinder and the Tanakh).

The Cyrus Cylinder was dubbed the "first declaration of human rights" It was the precursor to the modern
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The heritage of Cyrus was the heritage of human understanding, tolerance, courage, compassion and, above
all, human liberty.

The laws for equality and human rights were written in Cuneiforms labor rights. Equality for men and

women, for all religions, for virtually all the basic
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One of the most important art objects is the Persian Sasanian
white glass bowl (cut glass). This bowl is part of the Shosoin
treasure collection in Nara. Of all the historical treasures of
Shosoin, this piece traveled the longest distance. Shosoin is
the only treasure house in the world where a 1500-year-old
Persian glass wine bowl has been preserved totally intact. A

photo of this treasure is printed in the standard Japanese




sixth-grade history book as a symbol of this era and suggests that the Nara period may have been the most
cosmopolitan time in the history.
Wine bowls are typical recurring themes of Persian poems and literature. The wine bearer pours truth and

happiness into your wine glass, and delivers enlightenment and this was an esteemed culture.
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Nowruz or the New Year’ s is the day when daylight exceeds darkness. In the ancient Persian religion,

Zoroastrianism, light is the great symbol of God and Goodness, whether in the light of the sun or in the
sacred fire. The spring equinox and the lengthening of the days is a symbol of the victory of light over the
cold and darkness of winter. That is why the New Year’ s begins on this day in Iran. It is also the vernal

equinox in Japan.



