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Bratislava's geographical position in Central Europe has long made Bratislava a crossroads for
international trade traffic. Various ancient trade routes, such as the Amber Road and the
Danube waterway have crossed territory of today Bratislava. Today Bratislava is the road,
railway, waterway and airway hub.
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TIE%E b Z b Slovak & 1X?The Slovaks are a western
Slavic people that primarily inhabit Slovakia and speak the
Slovak language, which is closely related to the Czech
language.

The West Slavs are Slavic peoples speaking West Slavic




languages. Czechs, Kashubians, Poles, Slovaks, and Sorbs are the ethnic groups that originated
from the original Western Slavic tribes.

Most Slovaks today live within the borders of the independent Slovakia (app 5mil.). There are
Slovak minorities in the Czech Republic, Hungary, Serbia and sizable populations of immigrants
and their descendants in the U.S. and in Canada. (app 2mil.) Z ®E® A ARk, K OEEIT
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CHANGES AFTER 1989
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FAMILY DURING THE SOCIALIST ERA FAMILY DURING THE SOCIALIST ERA
o Rather traditional family o “Triple start”
« Higher fertility rate « Adult life
» Higher marriage rate » Work life
« Lower divorce rate « Parent life
o Two children, usually consecutively
o Women returning to work early after maternal leave o High dependency on parents and other family
and stay working members
o People are getting married in a very young age
« Men at 23.6 (1990) o High consistency — one pattern was dominant
* Women 21.5 (1990) » 75% of children born to very young mothers (20-24)
o Very few children born to out of wedlock ‘ ‘




FAMILY TODAY

o Rather modern family
» Low fertility rate
« Low marriage rate
» Higher divorce rate
o More one-child families
o People are getting married considerably older
« Men at 28.9 (2008)
» Women 26.3 (2008)
o Every third child born out of wedlock
o No “Triple start”
o Diversification of life patterns

FAMILY VALUES TODAY

o Changing values regarding traditional lifestyle and
gender roles

Husband and wife should both contribute to income —

more agree

Pre-school child suffers with working mother — more

disagree

Women want a home and children — more disagree

Job best way for women to be independent — more

agree

o A shift towards more liberal and modern values
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Discussion
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FAMILY VALUES TODAY

o Core values do not change (EVS 1991, 1999, 2008)

« How important is family in your life? (no change, almost
90% very important)

Child needs a home with father and mother (no change,
more than 90% agree)

Marriage as an outdated institution (only slight change,
still 88% tend to agree)

DECLINING FERTILITY
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SUMMARY

o Changes in the family and reproduction behavior
reflect the character of social changes after 1989
* Fast
* Big

o From one dominant pattern to diverse family forms
and strategies

o Still, not everything changes — family as a basic
value remain stable, although its form is changing
rapidly
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