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Let’s take a time out to look at the history of counties. Counties are actually an adaptation of the
British shire with a little France political thought mixed in. Counties were formed almost a
century before America became a nation. At the beginning, they were often only division of land.
As such, their size was often decided upon by transportation realities. It was said that the lead
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municipal governments in Racine County. Two are cities, six are town, and nine are villages.
Surprisingly, there are also 17 unincorporated areas. There are villages or townships that usually
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county roads, social services, many parks and some recreation, planning and development and
more. Many of these services are provided by the local government if they choose to do it.
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Economic Development and land Use Planning. (Z O &2 4 FFEHBDO D £ L72)



How we grow and change are important decisions for a community. On the economic
development side, it is often easier for a county agency to work through complex issues to help
companies grow than for a city or village to do so. Still the local municipality has the right to
make economic development decisions if they desire. The modern trend is for the city, county
and perhaps even non-profit organizations to work with potential new business to ensure their
success. In a similar way, the local community has the right to make land use decisions. In part
of the county where there isn’t a municipality, the county has responsibility.
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Park and Recreation Department.
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