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I lived in Mpls for two years from 1987 to 1989.
Minneapolis is the second hometown - my home
sweet home - for my family. After coming back to
Japan, I have had opportunities to visit my old
friends several times.

This year, I had a chance to visit Mpls as a member
of the Mpls Experience Tour 2016. Fortunately,
some IIN members waiting for a cancellation moved
up, and finally ten people including 6 IIN members

could go there. This visit was so special and fruitful.
Mr. Arthur and MISCA members gave us a warm and memorable welcome and hospitality.

I'm sure that many exchanges have taken place between Mpls and Ibaraki not only many
friendships but also good relationship have been made over many years.

I would like to add some information on the history of this tour.

IIN started ‘the Study Tour’ many years ago and IFAI followed the program afterwards. Then it
was modified as ‘the Mpls Experience Tour’ in 2015, and the tour 2016 finished successfully as
well. I really hope to continue this opportunity and our relationship from now on. (M.S)

I really enjoyed all programs of this tour. I met
many Americans, got new Japanese friends through
this tour.

How do you pronounce Minnesota? My dictionary
says [minesota] But local people, Minneapolis
people pronounce it [minesoda] as same as
- [toyoda] not [toyota]. I believe them. So I
: pronounce it [Minesoda] now

Martha was my host wife. Nasser was my host

, _ husband. I think some of us may remember her.
Martha is a professor emerita of St, Catherine University. She visited Ibaragi with her students,
joined our meeting in January. My host family entertained us very well in the casual way, so I
could see their usual days. Martha likes playing cross-word puzzle on the newspaper every



morning and takes a nap in the afternoon. Nasser reads many newspapers carefully and plays
tennis in the afternoon a few days a week.
They cooked us their special dinner for us. Martha cooked a kind of beef-stew in her way. Nasser
cooked rice in his special way. These dishes are popular among their friends.
I could enjoy their cooking with them, and Martha called me "sous-chef" The dinner with wine
was yummy, of course. Thank you! (AY)
I used to live in Minneapolis forty years ago.
The things that never changed are encountering nice
people, receiving full of hospitality and developing a
friendship.

During the tour, I was nearly drowned in
hospitality of MISCA members and their friends.
The familiar faces like Arthur, Doug, Mary and
Werner picked us up in the morning and took us to
the attractions and dropped us off the dorm in the

evening every single day.

Moreover, they kindly invited us to their home, preparing afternoon tea and BBQ. Of course as a
host family. This is a just part of their enthusiastic welcome. This tour was not an ordinary
packed tour but authentic handmade tour. After forty years, I've discovered never-changing
friendship again.

Last but not certainly least, I'd like to express my heartfelt gratitude for them and also nine tour
members. Finally we ended up to be a very good team. And I'm already thinking what I should
do when they’re coming the year after next. (M.T)
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3 women used plenty time for shopping, going out for lunch and so on.
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The trip to Minneapolis was the best memory of my life.



Because I was in a wheelchair due to a knee problem, the members of IIN and MISCA helped me
with everything.

I learned that the American spirit of volunteerism is different from that of Japan’s. For example,
the MISCA members welcomed us to their homes every day. They held barbeque parties at a
different person’s home every single day, and took us on a two-day trip. It was not only the
MISCA members who helped. A very high-status friend of a MISCA member — a female air
traffic controller -- took a week off of work just to help us. She drove us around every day. I was
amazed with the level of America’s volunteer spirit.

I was also impressed with how wheelchair-accessible Minneapolis was. There were slopes
everywhere — in the museum, the shopping mall, and regular streets. It was very convenient to
get around in a wheelchair.

It was unfortunate that I needed to be in a wheelchair, but I am so glad that I went. In fact,
because I didn’t walk for a week, my knee healed enough so that I was able to dance the bon
odori on the last day! I am so gratitude for everyone’s help. Thank you very much! (Y.N)
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